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Is your congregation safe?  

We have recently had numerous horrific 
events occurring in our nation’s 
churches and the trend has been 
continuing to rise.  In 2017 we saw 114 
violent deaths on faith-based properties, 
an all time high, up from 77 the year 
before.  Before the massacre in 
Sutherland Springs, TX which resulted in 
26 deaths, who would have thought it 
could happen there.  We now know 
these events can happen anywhere, 
including here.  Since 1991, there have 
been almost 1,700 deadly force 
incidents connected to houses of 
worship in the US. Even without 
considering these major events, there 
are even more numerous lesser known 
crimes occurring on a regular basis.  

 

  

Can you risk the liability? 

Congregations are made up of people 

from all walks of life.  When they come 
to church, they bring their outside lives 
with them.  Consider a woman who just 
gets a restraining order on a former 
partner.  She can easily be located at 
her regular service or out in the parking 
lot.  Is it not the duty of pastors, as 
shepherds, to provide 
physical safety and security 
to their congregations?  
Failure to take actions to 
protect others on church 
properties or at church functions is a 
tremendous liability and risk, as well as 
a potential disaster for the church. 

Pastors are already burdened with work 
taking more hours than they have.  A 
safety/security team can help eliminate 
safety and security distractions.  
Remember, every week the church may 
be visited by people who have not 



embraced Christ and a righteous 
lifestyle.   

Crime and scandal will destroy a good 
church quickly.  A safety/security team 
can mitigate negative consequences 
and, more importantly, prevent them as 
well.  Sole reliance on police who may 
be minutes away is neither effective nor 
adequate when seconds count. 

If you do not already have a church 
safety/security team, now is a good 
time to form one.  Many men and 
women wish to have an opportunity to 
serve their church in a ministry such as 
this.  As you recall, there is biblical 
precedence for this:  Ezekiel 33:1-9 
watchman; Ps 144:1 trains hands for 
war: Ps 94:16 who will rise up. 

If you already have a team in place, 
congratulations, you are off to a great 
start. However, a great team needs 
great training to be effective, and it 
needs to be on a recurring basis. The 
team needs to be able to protect 
themselves as well as others.  Your 

safety/security team 
is just like the 
sheepdog, watchful 
and ready to protect 
the flock. 

How I can help 

Trinity Martial Arts & Krav Maga can 
assist you like no one else.   TMA&KM is 
owned and operated by Ray Lucas, a 

retired supervisory federal agent who 
has had superior training in counter 
terrorism, active shooter, armed and 
unarmed personal defense.  He has had 
the best training available and has even 
gone to Israel for training. He has been 
in the trenches and brings that training 
and experience directly to you.  Since 
retiring, Ray has developed his own 
training business and has already been 
actively training other church safety/
security teams and youth groups.  
Unlike many programs that talk about 
what to do, we get you on your feet and 
make things happen.  Our training 
programs are safe, injuries are just not 
allowed!   

Please feel free to contact Ray for 
church security training, 
active shooter defense and 
self-defense training for 
women’s groups and youth 

groups.  He is a local resident and is 
always available.  Training is an 
excellent and unique way for fellowship 
opportunities.  

Contact Ray for a free consultation.  

Trinity Martial Arts & Krav 
Maga                                                                          
5 Bowling Green Parkway                                                                                     
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849 

973 493 3546 

TrinityMartialArtsNJ@gmail.com 

www.TrinityMartialArtsNJ.com 
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Like us on FaceBook 


